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LISTING OF CIAIMS 



(canceled) 



2. (currently amended) The method of claimJL «lQi» 1" 
wherein step (g) further comprises sending the analysis only 
to said first member and those members of the predetermined 
group that responded to the first query. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 .laim 1 
further comprising the step of submitting the first query 
from the central location to the first member for approval 
before sending the first query from the central loca^on to 
the portion of the group. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 ' 
wherein step (d) further comprises sending the first- query 
to the predetermined group. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 eiaim 1 
further comprising the steps of storing the first analysis 



SMS920010002 " 2 



PACE 5/10 * RCVD AT 12/30/2003 2:42:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:872fl306 • CSID.9149621 973 4 DURATION (mm-ss):03-12 



Dec 30 03 02:28p ANNE V . DOUGHERTY 



9149621973 



p-8 



Serial No. 09/522,162 
Art Unit No. 3623 

in the central location such that it is accessible to 
members of the predetermined group. 

6. (currently amended) J ™ethod for networked 

nonsuiting comp rising; 

n] ^^^hina a r^^n.ined group rorpprisinq more 

than twr> members; 

^ ^^n™ a motion over a wide-area 

r ^ r ^ r n.tworv. wi tnin a predetermined first time p eriod. 

=, <Hr*r messp r * £jrst ~ meTOber ° f qr ° UP; 

^ » first T— Y ^ ™ ™«» firSt 

^ t-h„ firs t query f rom the central location 

^ a f leas^ » nnrtion of the, predetermined group; 

^c^Hn, ove r ^e wide-are* computer network at 
^ r^ral i^i-^n. within a predetermined second time 
ro HoH. a r~.«™» from a serond member of the group 
com prising » response to the first query! 

f) p aring an .-i™** at the central location 
T-»i«f»ri to t^e first qu e ry a r,d the response to it; 

q) .^^nn th B ana lysis nv gr the wide-area computer 
n^wnrk from "^ral 3 oration to the predetermined 
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group; and The method of - claim 1 — further — comprising the 
otcpo of; 

4*4- hl_ sending the first query from the central 
location to at least one non-group member if no messages are 
received within the predetermined second time period; 

(jj). j) preparing a non-group analysis related to the 
non-group member responses to the first query; and 

4-iii) j ) sending the non-group analysis from the 
central location to at least the first member of the group. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1 
wherein: 

(i) step (a) further comprises establishing a 
predetermined group comprising two or more members that are 
required to respond to queries sent to them from a central 
location; 

(ii) step (d) further comprises sending the first query 
from the central location to the predetermined group; and 

(iii) step (g) further comprises sending the first 
analysis from the first location to the group. 
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8. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 ei***^- 
wherein the identity of the first member is kept anonymous. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 claim 1- 
wherein the identity of the second member is kept anonymous. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 , e±e±^ 
wherein the identities of the members of the predetermined 
group are kept anonymous. 

11. (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) 4 hc n CLl i u J o f o lalm 11 f n rr hr r 
eo^ iu y Lh L mr- of, K^et^oj^r^ rV^ con-suiting, 

com prising :_ 

- } .■^M^hinfl a r^H^Prmineri group comprising two 

nr more members; 

h ) ^^nn at a meat ion o^r a wide-area 

.^^r n ^ v. wit.hln computer netw ork , within a 

pr^prlne r' " period, a plurality of first 

m »«« a n«s f ™- of the predetermined gr Q u P ; 
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r ) generating at leas t - one set of queries hased on , at; 
least a portion of the f irst messages; 

A ) RPn dina the at lea s t one set of queries from the 
central location to the pr edetermined group;, 

el receiving at the central location over the 

wide-area mmputer network, w ithin a predetermined second 
time period, a plurality of se c ond messages responsive to at 
least a portion of the s et of queries; 

f ) preparing at least one analysis based on a query 
in the set and anv correspondin g responses; 

g) sending the analysis from the central location to 

the predetermined group; 

hj. sending the at least one set of queries from the 
central location to at least one non-group member if no 
messages are received within the predetermined second time 
period; 

.(.ji). ix preparing at least one non-group analysis 
related to non-group member responses to a query in the set 
of queries and any corresponding responses; and 

(iii) j ) sending the non-group analysis from the 
central location to the predetermined group. 



SMS920010002 



PACE 6/10* RCVD AT 1230/2003 2:42:50 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1l4 • ONIS:8728306 • CSID:9149621973 « DURATI N (mm-ss):03-12 



